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Marijuana Should be Legalized in America
Cannabis, which is also known as marijuana, is a psychoactive drug from the cannabis plant that is envisioned for recreational or medical use (Roditis & Halpern-Felsher, 2015). Its usage can include via smoking, vaporizing, in food or as an extract. It is also used for mental and physical effects like when a person wants the "high" feeling, to heighten the mood of a person and is also known to increase the appetite of a person. There is continued debate by different scholars on whether marijuana should be legalized in America, with those in favor of its legalization arguing that the states in America that have legalized its medicinal use like California and Colorado are doing far much better than those, which have not. Those against the legalization argue that its adverse effects are far much worse than the benefits. This paper will explain the reasons marijuana should be made legal in the whole of America. It will also look at the arguments of those who are against the legalization.

Background on Opinions

Different researchers have different opinions on matters legalizing the drug with each one of them presenting their views on the issue. According to a survey conducted in 2017 by Pew Research Center, 61% of Americans are in favor of legalization of Cannabis, an increase from 57% in 2016. For instance, Hill (2015), argues that the drug should be legalized since it has medical, recreational and spiritual values. He further argues that legalizing it will end the black market and increase tax revenue. According to him, people usually like to try the illegal things but that urge reduces when those things are made legal, and hence, when it is legalized, its use will be easily controllable. On the contrary, Biehl & Burnham, (2015) explain that the drug should not be legalized since it leads to poor health and chronic diseases like lung cancer. 

Why Marijuana Should Be Legalized
It is logical to legalize the drug since it can be used medically. When marijuana is legalized, medical practitioners will freely prescribe it in cases where it can help a sick person get better. According to Hill (2015), medical marijuana is useful in treating chronic diseases like migraines, post-traumatic stress disorder, Alzheimer, among others. It can also be used for reducing nausea and vomiting during chemotherapy as well as improving appetite in people who have HIV/AIDS. It is also logical to legalize marijuana since health-wise, it is not as harmful as excessive tobacco and alcohol consumption, which are both legal in the US. Further, the two, that is, tobacco and alcohol, have no medicinal value to a person's health like marijuana has. Therefore, it is only logical that the one with benefits to an individual be made legal so that it can be freely used.

The drug should also be legalized since it has held sacred status in different religions. For instance, it has been used in spiritual context in India from the Vedic times, which dates back to around 1500 BCE (Roditis & Halpern-Felsher, 2015). There are also different references in the Greek mythology to how powerful the drug is, and how it was used in the elimination of anguish and sorrow; therefore solving the emotional problems of people. Marijuana, when consumed, is also known to have physiological and psychoactive effects like euphoria and relaxation.

According to Hill (2015), legalizing marijuana will lead to the end of illegal trade of the drug including the black market. Engaging in the illegal trade of the drug is unethical, it will be ethical selling the drug when it is legalized. The black market will end because there will be legit markets for the sale of the drug. That will be very beneficial since the government will be able to collect the tax and regulate the businesses. Therefore, those trading in the black market will be forced to either sell it legitimately or go out of business. People will continue to sell and smoke it regardless of whether it is legal or not; the best way to control it is via making it legal and have control mechanisms. The crime that is as a result of the illegal trade, particularly in the US-Mexican border will reduce, and police will concentrate on other crimes. 

Opposing Viewpoint
Those against the legalization of marijuana argue that the drug affects a person's health. Biehl & Burnham (2015) states that taking of the drug alters an individual's perception and may lead to impaired vision, thereby affecting judgment. Additionally, when smoking marijuana, the smoke when inhaled in large quantities and over a period can lead to lung cancer. Memory loss and depression are also some of the health effects of taking marijuana. Roditis & Halpern-Felsher, (2015) explains that it is an addictive drug that when a person starts taking it, stopping will not be easy. Those against the legalization of the drug majorly point out the health issues.

Conclusion

From the above arguments, it is clear that the advantages of legalizing the drug, far outweigh the disadvantages. The benefits of making it legal are many to both the user and the government at large. To the user, they will benefit from the medical, recreational and religious advantages. To the government and the nation at large, the benefits include increased tax, more regulations, and control over the use of the drug and decreased crime. Marijuana should, therefore, be legalized in America since the country will be safer and there will be more control over its use. No citizen will complain about infringement of their rights because they will have the option of deciding on whether to take it or not.
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